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by Steve Stutt of the High Wycombe Society

The History of High Wycombe’s Hospitals
Dating back to the 1100s

SOME BRIEF NOTES:

The first “hospital” was St John the Baptist, a Leper hospital, tied directly to the Christian belief and built between 1170 – 1180.  It was first recorded in 1235 during the reign of King Henry III. We know it as St Johns and is located almost opposite Pann Mill, on the Rye.

St Margarets & St Giles Leper Hospital was first built in 1229 but centuries later when building works took place in the 1880s, 60 skeletons were discovered and 12 more in 1986.

Early Alms Houses that were being built were for hospitality, particularly for travellers  rather than for sick people, and some Alms Houses survived through to Henry VIII until the dissolution in 1548. Alms Houses were later funded under Royal Charter from Queen Elizabeth 1st in 1562.

Pest (Pestilence) House  - the word used for the black plague.  This was first mentioned in the Parish records in 1763.  The Black Death arrived in 1348 and there was a House near the bottom of Hatters Lane – where Spring Garden School was located.

After the Middle Ages came the Poor Law Act of 1601– Alms Houses were beginning to be built  for the “impotent poor” but workhouses were for the “Lazy Poor”.

Victorian England  
There was increasing focus by Parliament on Public Health because pandemics, such as Cholera, Typhoid, Diphtheria and Smallpox were prevalent, and especially as Cholera affected both the rich and poor alike.  There was large urban growth as a result of the  industrial revolution. By the 1840s London trebled its population.   In High Wycombe, between 1800 – 1880, the population grew from 4,000 – 13,000 residents, and this was just in the town area alone.

British Medical Association was formed in July 1832.

Sanitary Act 1866 (or known as the Public Health Act)  – This was very important because of the need to improve sanitation. 

Victorian Wycombe 
Saunderton Workhouse/Infirmary in 1843.

Cottage Hospitals were a grass roots movement. 1859 – for the next 40 years Cottage Hospitals were run by charities.

Isolation Hospitals came in 1902
In 1901 there was an outbreak of Smallpox and an isolation hospital was built in a field somewhere in Hughenden Valley,  near a watercress bed.

Lord Carrington Cottage Hospital 1875 – 1927 was located in Priory Road.
It cost £1,300 but only £900 was raised – so £400 was donated by Sir Philip Rose, Lord Carrington and Albert Gilbey (from alcohol sales).  The name was later changed to the High Wycombe & Earl of Beaconsfield Memorial Cottage Hospital.  It later received £2,800 from the surplus funds that were raised for the purpose of a national memorial. In 1875 it had 8 beds and in its first year treated 41 people. By the end of the 19th Century it had 12 beds and 2 cots. It was replaced in 1924 by the High Wycombe and District War Memorial Hospital

The Grange was built in 1930 – located up Amersham Hill and called High Wycombe Maternity and Nurses Home – the sign above the entrance had 3 storks each carrying a baby.  In 1939 it became The Shrubbery.

High Wycombe & District War Memorial Hospital 1923 to 1950. The War Memorial Hospital cost £32,000 and had 28 beds.  It was run by a contributory scheme and it was demolished in April 1971.  

High Wycombe Hospital was built in 1966.  Today it is undergoing refurbishment, and a new wing is being built.



