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MINUTES OF THE HVRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8H APRIL 2026 IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES
  
WELCOME
Brian welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that Paul had been admitted to hospital twice in 
recent weeks due to being very unwell and suffering from pneumonia.  He will now need to recuperate, 
and we all wished him well.

	1.
	PRESENT
Brian McCollum (Vice-Chairman)
Andrew Capey
	
Rosemary Hewitt (Secretary)
Elaine Merrilees
	
Peter Cannon
Jerry Morley


                                                                                                                                                                                      ACTION
	2.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Paul Woodford, Nancy Pomfret and Jasper McGuire.

	

	3.
	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 11 MARCH 2026 were approved by those in attendance, but because the meeting was Inquorate they will be carried forward to the next meeting along with any proposals made to be formally agreed.

	
Minutes
c/f

	4.
	MATTERS ARISING
5b) HPC – Cllr Brian McCollum
Best Kept Village - As JMcG was not present, RH to enquire if the Village Hall has to apply.

8a) Chairman’s Report 
HPC Grant of £500 - BMcC reported back that the Parish Council is content that Road Reps do not have to  distribute Hughenden News to every household when they are not interested and that some copies are left in the Village Shop for residents to pick up.

8b) Reducing Speed Locally
BMcC to refer this item to  the next meeting of the Parish Council’s Road Safety Group.

10. ROAD REP REPORTS
10ii)  Trees Road Footpath 
JM: The style at the top of the footpath has been partly removed. Bucks Council has suggested installing the kissing gate from the lower end to replace the style at the top end. As youths on bikes ride at great speeds down the footpath and straight on to Trees Road, it was proposed:   As a safety measure, the HVRA supports the owner of 48 Trees Road in re-instating the kissing gate at the lower end of the footpath for the benefit of pedestrians and children.  This resolution is to be c/f to next meeting.

	

RH/JMcG







BMcC/HPC





C/f 
to May  meeting

	5.
a)
b)
i)




ii)












iii)

iv)






v)

vi)
	COUNCILLOR’S UPDATES
Bucks Cllr David Carroll - None.
HPC – Cllr Brian McCollum
· 21 April - HPC’s Final Internal Audit 
· 5 May - Annual Parish Meeting -  when members of the public are invited to attend.
· 19 May - The Annual Meeting of the Council (to update Standing Orders and review the year)
· HPC will have a stand at Napfest and the GKRA’s Summer Picnic.

Finances/Precept for 2026/27
BMcC responded at great length to PC’s question: Why was there a huge hike in the Parish Council’s Precept to 39%?   Although all the details are on the HPC website, he explained that the Parish Council was in financial difficulties several years ago. This was at a time when the Council needed more Councillors to represent the 4 Wards and there was not a permanent Clerk or Deputy Clerk. In  2024/25 it had a deficit of £293,000. 

(HVRA Unconfirmed Minutes of 8 April 2026)

With the arrival of permanent staff who are working very hard, plans have been put in place to get back in surplus.  The deficit for 2025/26 fell to £69,000; in 2026/27 it will fall to £3,400 and in 2027/28 there should be a small surplus. The 39% precept equates to an increase from approximately £85 - £118 for each household this year according to the size of property.

HPC Grants - A new up-dated process is online.

Bucks Council’s Proposal to Redraw the Conservation Area Boundary in High Wycombe - The draft Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan will give the Council a stronger framework to preserve and enhance High Wycombe’s distinctive architecture, character and historic heritage. To learn more about the proposals residents can attend two public consultation events in the Guildhall, High Wycombe on Wednesday, 8 April, 5.30- 7pm and Thursday, 9 April 10.30 – 12 noon. Visit YourVoiceBucks to review the plan and have your say. The consultation closes at 11.59pm on Sunday 12 April.

Cryers Hill Road Speed Assessment – Confirmed to take place at the end of May or during June.

Bucks Council to renew and relay the footpath up to Cryers Hill School – to be carried out during the school holidays.
· RH asked if the footpath on the other side of the road, at the bottom of the hill, will also undergo a similar upgrade because she has complained in the past, on behalf of numerous residents,  when the grass and weeds were not cut but encroached, and considerably narrowed, the footpath to the bus stop/shelter for those on foot. RH to pass photos on to BMcC for HPC.
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RH/BMcC/
HPC


	6.
	TREASURER’S REPORT (The Full Report is attached)
In the absence of the Treasurer, PC had drafted a Treasurer’s Report for consideration.  He had also prepared some accounts for the year ended  31 March 2026 using the usual receipts and payments summaries prepared by Paul.  PC had not had sight of the bank statements or an opportunity to discuss queries with Paul.

· The accounts show a surplus of £2,410 but PC reminded us that as we have only paid for two Newsletters during 2026, another £1,450 will have to be paid.  
· The Accounts are in good shape with subs being collected from 76% of households across the three villages. 
· Ticket sales and bingo receipts arising from the Potter Cup Quiz came to £935 and after catering and printing costs of £371, the surplus was £564 which will go towards the Christmas Gift Bags for our elderly residents.
· The Summer Picnic was a great success.  After raffle ticket sales and donations of £1,665 and net costs of £202, there was a surplus of £1,463, of which a donation of £500 was made to the Village Hall to help with their running costs.  
· After receiving a grant of £1,000 from the Parish Council for Planters, the net cost to the HVRA was a modest £147.
· After the subs being held at £5 for 12 years, the increase to £8 will help to head off any dip in advertising revenue and with the cost of events and other initiatives such as the Christmas Gift Bags and a donation towards the purchase of the Orchard Caravan site.

	

	7.
	MAGAZINE – Hughenden News
· The magazines arrived from the printers today.  PC had counted and packed them into boxes, and had already passed them on to most Road Reps for distribution. South Maundin and Friars Gardens will need to be delivered as they are without Road Reps. 
· Everyone agreed that Ken Chu had done an excellent job and thanks were also given to the Editorial Team and proofreaders. 
· PC to contact Carolyn Woodford to obtain a list of advertisers so that they can receive a copy.  He will also send a separate note of thanks to Joseph Whitehead of Deeters as sponsors of the Magazine.

	





PC/CW
PC

	8.
a)


















b)


c) 
	HVRA REPORTS
Chairman’s Report – Community Association
As JMcG had not managed to attend this meeting, the Committee did not discuss this issue. 
· AC reported on a meeting he had attended with Peter Geiler, Robert Ralphs and Natalie, the VH Bookings Secretary, to discuss the creation of a suitable web site, the number of pages needed, a shared calendar of events and how to do it all effectively. Perhaps to call it the Hughenden Valley Hub, although no decision was made. 
· The Committee did query whether it would be a stand-alone entity that would provide links to the HVRA, the HVVH, the Football Club etc.  AC also raised concern that if there is a Skills Register then that would need protection.
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· As PC had attended the HVVH meeting on 16 March to discuss the Community Association, he recalled Rev Chris Coyston’s wish that the Youth Club he runs uses the Village Hall instead of Church House and suggested the HVRA might provide snooker and table tennis tables. (They would need to be stored). 
· He also noted that the Beavers who presently use Naphill Village Hall would like to use our Village Hall, and he wondered if the HVRA could pay the hire fees. PC to discuss with Peter Geiler whether a suitable arrangement could be made regarding the cost of hiring the Hall. To be c/f to the next HVRA meeting.

Reducing Speed Locally – Speen Road/ Valley Road and Bryants Bottom.  Please refer to Item 4.  above MATTERS ARISING, 8b) for information.

Planning -   A plot,  with the given name of Vale End, on the Property Spy field (on the southern side of Cryers Hill Road) has been put up for auction for £22,000.  It is located close to/on the boundary with the first property on the right-hand side of the road, Coca Vale, which has recently been sold, and a planning application has been submitted for extensions. As an Article 4 Directive is placed on the land that prevents any development, RH will get in touch with the Auction House to obtain a Legal Pack. If it lacks the relevant planning information RH to advise them about the Article 4 because they have a legal duty to inform the purchaser.
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PC/PG
Cost
Hiring the Village Hall
c/f








RH/Auction House

	9.
a)





b)




c)
	EVENTS
Potter Cup Quiz – Update
A successful and most enjoyable event that ran smoothly, ably compered by Al Bowyer. An excellent, well-presented Ploughmans was produced by EM and her helpers.  The winning team, the Hughenden Hoodies, took the Potter Cup home for safe-keeping, and just prior to the next Quiz  it will be retrieved for engraving  the name of the winners.

HVRA AGM – 27 May 2026
Although PC Lee Turnham has entered the date in his diary, he is not able to confirm his attendance until one month prior to the AGM because a police event could take priority.  A response from the High Wycombe Society is also awaited.

Hughenden Valley Village Hall – 80th Birthday Celebration – 5 September
After some discussion, it was reported that the core team who planned last year’s HVRA picnic had offered to help on 5th September but unfortunately PW and BMcC are ruled out because of health issues, leaving just EM.  Others in our small team have other commitments or are on holiday.  Regrettably, the HVRA is unable to put together a viable team. 
 
	


NOTE for
Next year



RH/PCLT
PW/HWS





PW/PG


	10.
i)





ii)
	ROAD REP REPORTS
Warrendene Road 
EM:  A Country Supplies’ lorry had mounted and damaged the soft grass verge opposite the four properties that lay back near The Harrow. A nearby resident filmed the incident and passed the evidence on to Country Supplies who replied stating they will make good the damage.  Bucks Council is responsible for the grass verge.  PC had also discovered that CS had bought another site.

Valley Road 
At lunchtime on Good Friday, RH witnessed a Police chase-vehicle travelling at great speed on the other side of Valley Road, with blue lights flashing, in pursuit of a speeding/stolen vehicle.  Minutes later a regular Police car drew up and queried why she was standing out on the pavement looking up the road. RH complained that residents are fed up with the number of vehicles speeding up and down the road and that she carries out CSW.  The policeman reassured her that the Police will return with their camera.

	

	11.
a)
b)
	OTHER REPORTS
Hughenden Village Hall - None
Village Store & Coffee Shop - None

	

	12.
	AOB - None

The meeting closed at 9.38pm

The date of the next meeting is 13 May 2026
	




Signed…………………………………………………………………..

Date…………………………………………………………………….
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