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MINUTES OF THE HVRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11H MARCH 2026 IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES
  

  WELCOME
  Paul welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially Rosemary after her long holiday in paradise.

	1.    PRESENT
              Paul Woodford (Chairman & Treasurer)
              Peter Cannon
              Elaine Merrilees
              Jasper McGuire (Secretary HVVH)
	
Brian McCollum (Vice-Chairman)
Andrew Capey
Jerry Morley 
	
Rosemary Hewitt (Secretary)
Angus & Janet Idle
Nancy Pomfret




	2.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None received.
	ACTION

	3.
	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10 DECEMBER 2025 - As the last meeting held on 11 February 2026 was inquorate, it was proposed by PC and seconded by EM and agreed that they be formerly approved and signed as a true record of the meeting.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 FEBRUARY 2026 - It was proposed by JM and seconded by AC and agreed that they be approved and signed as a true record of the meeting.

	

	4.
	MATTERS ARISING
Minutes of 11 February
Item 6 TREASURER’S REPORT referred to the options for increasing the £5 sub with calculations. PW proposed to write a brief reason why the HVRA needs to make an increase in the Chairman’s Roundup of the next issue of the magazine.  Please see item 8 a) below for further information.

	

PW/magazine

	5.
a)
b)
	COUNCILLORS’ UPDATES
Bucks Cllr David Carroll – None
HPC – Cllr Brian McCollum
Speed Assessment for Cryers Hill - Although the Parish Council paid £3,500 on 12 February it has not yet been carried out and today he chased up the Parish Clerk to progress the matter.

The Best Kept Village – Applications by 30 April.  JMcG to enquire if the Village Hall has to apply.  RH confirmed that this competition has been running for many years and stressed the need for the Parish Council to keep to a grass-cutting schedule as well as householders to make their gardens look presentable.  HPC lists the requirements on their website. If the village enters and receives some negative feedback, then it is an incentive to improve its appearance in the future.

Draft Local Plan - Site allocations for housing.  Councillors reviewed every site in the Parish  that was outlined on the map. Only 1 site in Walters Ash was suitable, 2 sites require further assessment (Spurlands End Road and land off Primrose Hill for 220 proposed dwellings), and 22 sites were not suitable including the land to the west of Warrendene Road and Matt Hopkins’ field along Valley Road.

	





JMcG/VH

	6.
	TREASURER’S REPORT (Full Report attached)
PW reported a fairly quiet month to the end of February, especially as the year-end is approaching.  The Parish Council grant of £500 has been gratefully received and £608 of Potter Cup Quiz entry payments have been credited to the account and several more have been paid in but not covered by this report.  Outgoings include £4.25 of bank charges, flowers for Brenda who is not very well and some minor expenses for the Quiz.
The closing balance in the Current Account is £4,064.32 and the two Deposit Accounts close with 13,836.01.

It was proposed by BMcC, seconded by EM and agreed to approve the accounts. 
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7.
	


MAGAZINE
· AC has received some articles.  The deadline is at the end of this week, and it is hoped the magazines will be back from the printers on 1st April.

· JI praised the number and quality of photos included in the Naphill Gazette.  After some discussion PW to include a few words asking local photographers to send in photos of the village and its landscape etc.

· Julia Grant has resigned as a Road Rep for Friars Gardens due to ill health, and we all wish her well.  PC will write a flyer be added to the magazine for that area, including South Maundin, seeking new Road Reps. 

· At the December meeting PW expressed concern that revenue from advertising had dropped with the loss of The Gate, Buildbase and The Harrow down from £4,000 to circa £3,300 - £3,500.   He has since contacted the advertisers and is pleased that Chiltern Venison and Mrs Patel at the Cryers Hill Post Office  have agreed to advertise.

· PW had also got in touch with the MD of Deeters who has kindly agreed to sponsor the HVRA for £500 each year. A photo of the Deeters building and their company logo will appear in the magazine along with a note of the HVRA’s appreciation of Deeter’s sponsorship for this year.  It is hoped that if all the funds come in we should be back on target, with perhaps one or two more adverts being added during the year.

· JI expressed concern that there is no means of transport in the village for those residents who can no longer drive and need to get to hospital appointments etc.  RH suggested Dial-a-Ride.  It costs £20 pp pa for transport, but book 4 days in advance.  Perhaps a note about this could be included in the magazine
	



Deadline
end of week

PW/Photos


PC/Flyer






Deeters/
magazine



Dial-a-Ride
/magazine


	8.
a)


















b)






 c)
	HVRA REPORTS
Chairman’s Report
· Due to a fall in revenue from the loss of several advertisers and further to discussions at last month’s HVRA meeting, PW wished to agree to an increase in the subs which have remained at £5 for the past 12 years.  Although they have not been raised incrementally over the years, the amount in the Deposit accounts has risen from £8,400 to £13,800.   The reason why the subs should be raised is to have sufficient funds to cover any shortfalls in revenue, the increased cost of giving the Christmas Gift Bag to a larger number of elderly residents, other community initiatives and giving financial support each year to Our Orchard Ltd in paying back the £90,000 loan.

PW proposed, seconded by RH that the subs be increased to £8.  The majority voted FOR, with 2 abstentions.

It was agreed that in the Chairman’s Round-up, PW will explain the need to increase the subs and that Road Reps will also be using Sum-Up to accept payment when residents do not have cash to hand.  Residents’ feedback will also be sought.  

· It was queried whether the magazine should go to every household because some residents choose not to become members of the HVRA.  As the HPC £500 grant is given towards the printing of the magazine the Council wants it to go to every household.  BMcC to clarify this position at the next Parish Council meeting.

Reducing Speed Locally
A new resident to the village had written at length about excessive speed and road safety concerns along Valley Road which RH had passed on to BMcC and HPC.  She also raised the speed of traffic coming from Speen, from a 60-mph speed limit to the village’s 30 limit, with Hughenden Primary School and the Centre for Adults with Learning Difficulties close by.  She, along with the School Crossing person, would like something done about the situation.  BMcC to raise this issue at the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Planning – Bucks Local Plan
The recent Permission in Principle application for backland development at 18 Trees Road was discussed. The land at the rear containing very old fruit trees is also described as Grey Belt.  As GB Policy only permits limited infill between two properties, both County Councillors have asked for the application to be ‘called in’ and the HVRA has written to object.

	 









£8 Sub
AGREED

PW





BMcC/HPC





 
BMcC/HPC

	9.
a)
	EVENTS
Potter Cup Quiz – 14 March at 7.00pm
EM has everything organized. She will shop for all the items tomorrow and has sufficient volunteers in place.
The quiz sheets for the teams will be printed tomorrow, and Al Bowyer will now run the event.
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10.
i)



ii)



iii)
	

ROAD REP REPORTS
Wedgwood Drive – Thames Water arrived recently to clear the fibrous blockage in the sewer on the east side of the road, but they did not have a map of the sewer system, although JM did.  TW will be returning on 28 May to shred/clear the blockage.

Trees Road Footpath - Having walked the length of the footpath, JM noted the owner of No 48 had worked hard, in co-operation with Bucks Council, to remove all the barbed-wire and improve the footpath.  The style and part of the kissing gate, both recently installed, are no longer in situ.

Whitfield Road – JI was pleased that there will soon be a new baby in her road, and she congratulated BMcC on the arrival of his first grandchild.  The baby girl has made his life more worthwhile!

	



	11.
a)
	OTHER REPORTS
Hughenden Village Hall 
· Community Association Meeting on Monday, 16 March at 7.30pm
JMcG has contacted over 100 people, placed a message on Facebook and asked the HVRA Secretary to spread the word around the village because they wish to bring together lots of groups in the community to work together rather than working alone on events etc.  JMcG to give EM some leaflets to put on the tables at the Potter Cup Quiz.

· AI reminded everyone that the Village Hall’s outgoings can be huge, e.g. circa £70,000 was spent on resurfacing the carpark that will last only 5 or 6 years, and so there is an ongoing struggle to amass sufficient funds to pay for its maintenance and upkeep , bearing in mind that hirers are often reluctant to pay on time!

The meeting closed at 9.08 pm.

The date of the meeting is 8th April.











Signed………………………………………………………………


Date…………………………………………………………………

















(Unconfirmed Minutes of 11  March 2026)
	




JMcG/EM
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