HUGHENDEN VALLEY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Tuesday 4th November 2008

8pm, Small Village Hall

AGENDA

1. Present

2.

Apologies

3.

Previous meeting (7.10.2008)

4.

Matters arising from the notes.

5.

Treasurer’s report 
6.

Events:
Potter Cup Quiz:  11th October 2008





Village Hall Christmas Bazaar:   22nd November 2008

7.

Reports:

Village Hall

Road Representatives

Parish Council

Planning Sub-committee 

Road Safety


      8.               Anti-social behaviour/travellers

9.

Newsletter

10.

Projects

11.

Any other business

Next Meeting:  Tuesday 2nd December 2008

Hughenden Valley Residents Association
Meeting 7th October 2008
1.
Present:  Angus Idle (Vice Chair), Al Bowyer (Treasurer), Fiona Humphreys (Secretary), Janet Idle, Janette Saville, Dory Morgan, Rosemary Hewitt, Gerry Morley, Jill Armshaw, Edna Parker, Geoff Wright, Sara Hamilton, Christine Bowyer, Andrea Hulley, 

Councillor Lyn Smith from Hughenden Parish Council was also in attendance.
2.
Apologies:   Doreen Bryant, Paul Cawte
3.
Minutes of meeting 3rd June 2008.  Acceptance proposed by Rosemary Hewitt,  Seconded by Dory Morgan.  All agreed.

4.
Matters arising from the minutes of previous meeting   6: Overhanging trees on Cryers Hill.  Angus Idle has received information that work will be done over the school half term.  He will ask those concerned for more details on what exactly will be done.  6:  Noise from Country Supplies:  Al Bowyer is still gathering information which will have to be collated.
5.
Treasurer’s Report:  Al Bowyer reported that bank statements are now being received although addressed to Fran Slater, they are being sent to his address.  
Deposit account:  £4,028.  Current account:  £3125.  This appears fairly healthy but there are a few expenses to pay out including about £1000 for the newsletter.  A couple of advertisers still owed money but that this new system of advertisers paying up front for a year was working well, hence the healthy balance.  Collection of fees was progressing and he has received quite a bit tonight.  He will chase Richard Pushman for the money promised to cover anti-graffiti solution and he still has to sort out the hall hire fees.  We are members of the Chiltern Society and he had received the Chiltern News which was passed round.  With this edition came a questionnaire that he thought should be completed.  He was informed by Dory Morgan that HVRA are also members of the High Wycombe Society but not ANTAS any more.  He has also received a cheque from the Parish Council as a donation.
6:
Potter Cup Quiz:  11th October.  Al Bowyer said that Janet Idle, Angus Idle, Christine Bowyer and himself had met and were well advanced with the questions for the quiz and he said that he thought it would be a very enjoyable night.  So far he has received bookings for 6 teams.  2 teams connected with Tony K.   The Harrow Pub may be putting in 2 teams.  The football club has not yet put in a team.  The number of teams needs to be known in order to finalise the catering arrangements.  Rosemary Hewitt said that she would cater for 70 people and that it will take 2 hours to set the hall up and that if the start time for the quiz is 7.30 then she needs 2 hours to prepare the food but only needs one or two other people to do this with her.   She thought that people would need to come to the village hall at about 12.30 to lay out the tables and it was agreed that they would need to be covered with white catering paper and that it took quite a while to set out the cups.   Fiona Humphreys, Dory Morgan and Jill Armshaw offered to help as did Al Bowyer and his wife, Christine as they would be in the hall setting up the sound system.   Rosemary would collect the keys from Diane.  Sara Hamilton offered to come in at about 7.30 to help.  Al Bowyer said that he would be buying raffle prizes and raffle tickets.  Rosemary Hewitt offered to donate some wine left over from the Senior Citizens Party and Al said that this would be fine.  

7.
Village Hall Bazaar:  22nd November.  Janet Idle confirmed that there would be a village hall bazaar this year and that Jill Leach was organising it.  She had been the previous organiser and had been reluctant to do this again hoping that new blood would offer but as no-one has come forward she will do it again.  Jill Leach had sent in a notice asking for groups to contact her to let her know if they would participate.  Sara Hamilton took Jill’s telephone number in order to contact her.  Janet Idle said that Jill Leach was also asking if anyone would like to have a stall selling Christmas decorations and that she was going to put this in the Bucks Free Press column.  Sara Hamilton agreed that she would organise the tombola and that following a discussion last year it was agreed to have a tombola for children and one for adults.  The age of children was discussed and it was thought that up to 11 years of age would be considered a child and that over that would be considered an adult.  Although there are two tombola barrels one of them is being used by the raffle so that the children’s tombola tickets would be put in a cardboard box.  Fiona Humphreys would organise some leaflets which would be A5 in size to include a request for donations for the adult tombola and donations suitable for the children’s tombola and that she would send these by email and have copies ready for collection at the next meeting for those who did not have email.  It was thought that two people should be on the stage during the tombola and that one or ideally two would be in front of the stage with the barrels.  As last year some items had been stolen from the stage, which had not been discovered until the end, Sara Hamilton thought that perhaps a barrier should be put up round the tables by the curtains.

8:
Village Hall Committee.  Fiona Humphreys apologised that she forgot to attend last night’s meeting and that she would attend November’s meeting.  
9.
Warrenden Road.  Al Bowyer said that the police put up a SID (Speed Indicator Device) one morning.  Janet Idle said that about 75% of cars passing were over the limit.   Al Bowyer said that 17% of cars going toward Wycombe were over 46 mph, and that 25% of cars going towards Aylesbury were over 46mph and that over the lunch time period 33 % were over the limit and that one car was doing over 60mph.    Paul Cawte has apparently been talking to the police about these findings and someone said that this may mean that there will be a speed camera along Warrenden Road in due course.
10.      Leader’s Fund.   Gerry Morley read in the Naphill magazine that Councillor Pushman had written that there had been few applications for money from his Leader’s Fund and that if people do not apply, the money available will be lost.  Jill Armshaw said that this fund would not be available next year due to the Elections being held.  Janet Idle came up with the idea to purchase some exhibition boards.  She and Angus had borrowed 9 boards for the exhibition last month at Hughenden Manor and that they had spent a great deal of time and effort in covering them in paper and then having to use bluetac to fix the photographs which had been very messy and they had been very heavy to move.  She thought that having our own exhibition boards would be very useful especially if a campaign came up.  Dory Morgan said that she had used the board from the Council who had brought them along when she had the meeting about speed changes.  Someone asked about storage and Dory said that the Art Group used the garage to store them in and perhaps they could be stored there too.  It was proposed by Angus Idle that Janet Idle should contact Richard Pushman to apply and also to ask him (Richard Pushman) what was excluded from being considered for funding.
11.
Parish Council.   Lin Smith said that the gate in Bryants Bottom was raised at the last meeting of the Parish Council and that it has been approved.   Jill Armshaw asked what type of wood would this be in as she had written a letter to the Parish Council and three and a half weeks after the meeting had been told by Lyn Turner (Parish Clerk) that oak had been approved.  Jill said that oak was not approved by the Department of Transport and only natural wood or white was approved.  If oak had been requested then there would be a further delay of many weeks because the request would have to go to the Department of Transport.  Lin Smith said that from her notes of the Parish Council meeting an oak gate had been approved and that she thought the County Council had also approved as 50% of the cost is met by the Parish Council and 50% by the County Council.  Jill Armshaw said that she had spoken to Councillor Val Letheren from the County Council who had said that the County Council had not given their approval.  Jill wondered why the Parish Council had requested an oak gate when oak had not been approved, only natural wood or white painted gates.  Someone suggest that cost of maintaining the gate would be a deciding factor and that because the Bryants Bottom was in the ‘Tranquil Scheme’.   Jill Armshaw also commented that the long grass also made the gates look messy.  Sara Hamilton explained that this was because there were 2 grass cutting regimes.  A tractor cut the grass on the flat and that other areas were cut with a hand-held cutter at another time.  Grass in some areas was left to grow long because of the wild flowers.  Sara said that she regularly rang the Highways to request grass to be cut.
Lyn Smith said that last July the Parish Council held a ‘getting to know your Parish Council’ open meeting but only one member of the public turned up.  The Council feel that people ought to know who their councillors were and to be able to have the opportunity to talk to them as at Council meetings there is only a short time set aside for questions from the public.  The Council have decided to hold another open meeting on Thursday 23rd October in the Village Hall and that light refreshments would be available.  She had flyers ready for road representatives to deliver.

Lyn Smith said that the Parish Council will be clearing the allotment boundaries.  Angus Idle said that the rents had gone up 50 % in the last year and were now £15 for a whole plot.
Lyn Smith said that the Parish Council would be replacing trees up Cryers Hill.  Janet Idle had received an email to said that trees on the left hand side going up the hill would be affected and also in the section between Kingshill and Pipers Corner.  Sara Hamilton wondered why trees were being replaced as they did not seem old, just mature.   Lyn Smith said that she did not think that the Council would replace trees unless absolutely necessary.  A comment was made that the Council would take trees down if there was any slight danger that a branch might fall down, to avoid costs.  Lyn Smith said that Cockpit Road (where there had been a school boy had been killed) now had a pavement and that sometimes an accident gave rise to changes.

Lyn Smith said that the Parish Council has given each ward a sack of daffodil bulbs.  Rosemary Hewitt said that perhaps they could be planted by the gate.  Janet Idle said that she had put a note in the Bucks Free Press column as she thought that it did not always have to be members of the residents association that had to be involved in planting bulbs.  Lyn Smith said that the bulbs were in the back of her car for people to have and that if they did not get taken, Paul Cawte had said that he would plant them.
12.
Graffiti:
Andrea Hulley said that for some time now, there had been graffiti on trees in the wood adjacent to Boss Lane and evidence that bikes had been going up and down in the woods and there was broken glass.  Janet Idle said that different parts of Boss Lane were owned by different people and thought that these people should be contacted to let them know about the graffiti, broken signs, bikes riding up and down and the broken glass, also that Pipers Corner should be contacted as there were young girls up there.  Someone commented that it was probably not good for the trees to use the graffiti removal chemicals.  

13.
Valley Road:
  Rosemary Hewitt said that she read in the Bucks Free Press that a new police inspector had been appointed to cover Wycome rural neighbourhood and that this covered us and that Paul Cawte should perhaps contact this new policeman.  She said that the telephone box was in an awful state and has been pestering the post office since June.  They have said that when they have a gang in the area they will look at it.  Jill Armshaw commented that she had been waiting for so long to have the phone box in Bryants Bottom attended to that she eventually had spent an hour herself cleaning it up.  Rosemary Hewitt said that their phone box was covered in briars and overgrown.  A resident had noted our donation to Great Kingshill School towards fluorescent jackets for the children and wondered why Hughenden School children, walking in the crocodile did not all wear jackets.  It was thought that Hughenden School had already purchased them.  Dory Morgan said she would contact Sandy McClellan, the headmistress, to ask her.
Some residents has commented favourably on the new path up to the village hall.  Others had asked why a crossing was not now to be put in at that point.  Complaints had been received on the condition of the footpath up Coombe Lane to Naphaill and that the work which had been done was ineffective.  This was discussed with Gerry Morley who has a reference number in connection with this.  

The footpath along Hughenden Road to Hughenden Park is in a poor condition and it was suggested that the Highways be contacted.

A complaint has been made on parking of cars on the pavement outside the cottages in Valley Road leaving no room for pedestrians or people with pushchairs.  It was discussed that the Council has taken over responsibility for this type of offence from the police and that warning notices are being considered to be placed on offending vehicles with a view to fines being implemented.  (This last comment may be incorrect as there was a further discussion on the role of the community police officers.)
Rosemary Hewitt also commented on the poor condition of the entrance to Trees Road which flooded due to poor drainage whereas the entrance to Trees Avenue did not.  It was thought that Highways should be called.
14.  Bryants Bottom
   Jill Armshaw
 informed the meeting that Bryants Bottom is no longer in the catchment area for the Wycombe Grammar Schools (as from September 2007).  This means that girls are to attend Chalfont and the boys, Amersham, which are 45 minutes journey.  Great Hampden, Speen and North Dean are in the Wycombe catchment areas.  It was thought that this allocation was determined by parish boundaries.  
Jill has recently had correspondence with Lyn Turner from the Parish Council who has made a comment that correspondence should be directed to the Parish Council through Lyn Smith or through the HVRA secretary.

15.  Cryers Hill     Janette Saville has been able to recruit Nan Staunton to help her with the top half of Cryers Hill.  She said that the footpath down Cryers Hill is very narrow and was advised to contact Highways.

16.    Planning Sub-Committee Report October 2008   (submitted by Dory Morgan in summary)
Gypsy Encampment Field, Cryers Hill

The County Gypsy Liaison Officer is contacting Vantage Land, as owners of the access to the field, requesting that the mess left by the gypsies be cleared and that a more substantial gate be erected to deter further gypsy invasion.  The local tenant farmer has kindly placed a large piece of farm machinery inside the entrance as a temporary measure to keep the site secure.

Wright’s Yard

A planning Application has been submitted to WDC for construction of a 2.4 m ‘Paladin’ perimeter fence.  Paladin fencing is constructed of metal and can be seen bordering industrial estates and airports.  It is considered inappropriate in the village of Hughenden Valley which is set within the Green Belt and Chilterns AONB.  A letter of objection will be forwarded on behalf of HVRA.  A further letter informing residents will be sent to the road reps. for distribution.

 Removal Vehicle parked in the garden of a property in Trees Road

There is nothing that can be done in planning terms.  It is suggested that homeowners on Trees Road check their deeds for covenants. If the noise associated with the repairs of the vehicle continues at high levels residents should contact Environmental Health at WDC.

17.   Newsletter    Janet Idle informed the meeting that copy for the Christmas edition should be submitted by 14th November.  This issue will be smaller than the previous edition and will contain information on what is happening in January and February.
18.   Anti-social Behaviour     Gerry Morley has been in contact with the group concerned with this and he passed round details to member of the numbers to contact should anti-social behaviour be seen.   In connection with the recent travellers in the field at the bottom of Cryers Hill, the Bucks Free Press had said that no complaints had been received.  Gerry had rung them to say that many people have complained and in an email to them, with a copy to Councillor Pushman, he said that dangerous debris had been left by the travellers, more than on the previous occasion.  He noted that this subject had been raised at the previous HVRA meeting but that no comment had been made in the minutes.  The secretary apologised.  Gerry said that it would be inevitable that the travellers would return and that the matter should be pushed forward with the Gypsy Liaison people for them to get in touch with Vantage Land.  At the moment the field appears secure with a vehicle across the gate but he thought access could be gained from the top of the field.  He commented that if the field was ploughed this would be a deterrent.  Dory Morgan commented on this and that a compulsory purchase order on the land could only be sold to a charitable trust.  She noted that there are eighty or so land holders of whom most lived abroad.  
In connect with anti-social behaviour Janet Idle commented that there had been teenagers in the village hall grounds until past dawn in the summer.  It was thought that an article in the newsletter, particularly in the late spring edition should be written reminding parents that they should know where their children are.  
19.  Any other business     In connection with the proposed Village Shop, Lorna had asked for volunteers and it was thought that when further news would be available when matters between the various parties had been confirmed.
The footpath from the village hall to Valley road was discussed again and some residents had thought that the path in fact was dangerous because it sloped down to the road and there were no barriers to prevent children running into the road.  Lyn Smith commented that it appeared that nothing would be done until an accident happened.  It was suggested that Richard Pushman’s Leader’s Fund could be used to fund a barrier.  However the Village Hall committee would have to be contacted, as would Highways and it was thought that a staggered barrier would be a good idea. 

It was noted that the Harrow Public house has a new tenant who is there for twenty weeks.  Lyn Smith commented that she thought that the village should support its local public house.  In connection with this Al Bowyer suggested that as there was no meeting in January, a social evening could be held instead at the pub.

Fran Slater has resigned from being a road representative and has not been able to find a replacement for Burnham Road.  Al Bowyer said that Fran had left the accounts in an excellent position and proposed that on behalf of the committee a token of our gratitude should be sent to her.  Flowers/plants were suggested.

The meeting closed at 10.10pm 

Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 4th November  2008


