HUGHENDEN VALLEY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Tuesday 2nd December 2008

8pm, Small Village Hall

AGENDA

1. Present

2.

Apologies

3.

Previous meeting (4.11.2008)

4.

Matters arising from the minutes.

5.

Treasurer’s report 
6.

Events:    Village Hall Christmas Bazaar:   22nd November 2008




    Senior Citizens Entertainment


7.

Reports:

Village Hall

Road Representatives

Parish Council

Planning Sub-committee 

Road Safety


      8.               Anti-social behaviour/travellers

9.

Newsletter

10.

Projects

11.

Any other business

Next Meeting:  Tuesday 3rd February 2009    Note:  There will be no meeting in January
Hughenden Valley Residents Association
Minutes of Meeting 4th November 2008
1.
Present:  Paul Cawte (Chair) Angus Idle (Vice Chair),  Fiona Humphreys (Secretary), Janet Idle,  Andrea Hulley, Jill Armshaw, Dory Morgan, David Sharp, Dave Johnson, Jerry Morley, Doreen Bryant, Sara Hamilton, 

Councillor Lyn Smith from Hughenden Parish Council was also in attendance.
2.
Apologies:   Al and Christine Bowyer, Janette Saville. Doreen Bryant, Edna Parker
3.
Notes of meeting 7th October were discussed.  Fiona Humphreys pointed out that these were not minutes but just notes.
4.
Treasurer’s Report:   In Al Bowyers written report, presented by Fiona Humphreys, he stated that current account was £2435.75 from which there were additional outstanding outgoings of £1237.74.  Cash in hand: £98.00.  Deposit account: £6028.12.  Total available funds:  £7324.23.  He noted that £2697 had so far been received for Hughenden News advertising, £2,130 for subscriptions, £250 for the promised Graffiti kit, £365 Parish Council donation and that the net proceeds from the Potter Cup Quiz was £469.56.
5.
Events:  Potter Cup Quiz:  This was again a successful evening and thanks were extended to the Quiz Question team of Al and Christine Bowyer and Angus and Janet Idle.  Rosemary Hewitt and her team were thanked for the excellent refreshments.  



Village Hall Christmas Bazaar:   22nd November 2008    Sara Hamilton is overseeing this event and passed round a list requesting volunteers.  This year there will be a tombola suitable for children and the notice (to be distributed) asks for suitable donations for both the adult’s tombola and the children’s tombola.  Her team would be in the village hall during the morning to receive items from 9am and again at 1.30pm for the 2pm start.
Action:  Fiona Humphreys to email and distribute notices for all road representatives to distribute.

6.
Reports:  
Village Hall:  Fiona Humphreys attended the meeting of the Village Hall committee on 3rd November.  Whilst the caretaker, Bev Beverage is away, Roger Hawes will be covering.  His contact details will be put up in the hall.  Planning permission on proposed new kitchen: See Planning Subcommittee notes by Dory Morgan.  
Parish Council:   Lyn Turner informed the meeting that Stocking Lane will be closed on 4th January.   The public meeting in which members of the public were invited to meet the local parish councillors was very successful and she extended the Parish Council’s thanks to the road representatives for distributing information about this.  
Cryers Hill:  Some trees appear to be have been trimmed but possibly this is insufficient and are still a concern.  It also appears that over the area that has been covered with tarmac, a gulley has not been inserted and water run off is a problem.  This has been mentioned to Parish Councillor Richard Pushman.
Wedgewood Drive:  Jerry Morley informed the meeting that a neighbourhood watch scheme is being formed between Wedgewood Drive and Coombe Gardens.

Valley Road:   Rosemary Hewitt reported that the telephone kiosk has been cleared.  

Dory Morgan informed the meeting that their local postman will be retiring next year and to acknowledge the excellent service he has provided over many years, she proposed that a small celebration be held at the Village Hall.  Paul Cawte proposed that the Association should make a contribution towards a retirement present.  This proposal was seconded by Rosemary Hewitt and was agreed.

Bryants Bottom:  Jill Armshaw has telephoned Highways in connection with the excessive surface water laying along part of Bryants Bottom Road.  Colin Prior, of Highways, informed her that nothing could be done until after April 2009 as this years budget had been spent.  She also commented that the hedges have  been cut but it was not known by whom.  Paul Cawte, at a recent meeting with the Parish Council, commented that there was only a county budget for trimming of hedges deemed to be dangerous as they are normally the responsibility of the landowners. 
Action:  Paul Cawte to ask the Parish Council who owns the land and to ask that the Parish Council to write to landowners reminding them of this duty.

Burnham Road/Whitfield Road:  Janet Idle requested information on the change of a resident’s front garden to total hard standing.  Dory Morgan suggested that this would come under the Deeds of the property and as this was completed more than two weeks ago did not require planning permission.  Current regulations now affect the building of a hard standing area.
Action:  Dory Morgan would speak to Dave King of the Planning Department on the question of who enforces covenants on houses.

Planning Sub-committee:  See attached report.  In connection with the proposed new kitchen at the Village Hall it was suggested that a flyer be distributed to all residents informing them of how to support this planning application.
Road Safety:  Paul Cawte recently attended a meeting with the Parish Council and went through the items that he had raised with them.  All were items that had been raised as a concern by members of the Association.  These included: safe routes to school, Bryants Bottom gate, speeding, additional signs to white gates, new path to village hall, Coombe Lane footpath.  

Action:  Paul Cawte requested Lyn Smith to ask for the additional wording to be added to the Hughenden Valley white gates.

7.   Anti-social Behaviour:  Gerry Morley suggested that an article be placed in the Hughenden News highlighting concerns.  The graffiti in Boss Lane to be removed.  The Graffiti Squad (Dave, Paul, Gerry and Al) will arrange to do this as well as any others.

8.   Newsletter:   Date for next copy to be received by Janet Idle is 14th November 2008.

9.   Projects:  Following last month’s meeting, Paul Cawte has spoken with Sandy McClelland, headmistress of Hughenden School.  Whilst some safety tabards have been purchased, more are needed.  Paul proposed that a sum of up to £400 be used to purchase the required tabards.  Seconded by Rosemary Hewitt.  All agreed.

Action:   Paul Cawte to liaise with Mrs McClelland in respect of the purchase of said tabards.
10.  Any other business:   Senior Citizens Event.  Rosemary Hewitt is seeking suggestions for appropriate entertainers.
Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 2nd December 2008
HUGHENDEN VALLEY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT

NOVEMBER 2008

Village Hall Kitchen

A planning application for an extension to provide a new kitchen and store room was refused planning permission by WDC in September 2008.  The Village Hall Committee is preparing revised plans.  I have been assisting them in preparing the supporting evidence to justify the need for a larger kitchen with a view to securing planning permission in the near future.  It is hoped, if the new plans are satisfactory, that the Residents’ Association will be able to support the proposals. 
Wrights Yard

WDC refused planning permission for 2.4 metre high paladin fencing at Wrights Yard (Buildbase) on the grounds that its impact would be detrimental to the Green Belt and the Chilterns AONB.

Coombe Lane Stores

As yet I have been unable to obtain an update regarding the ongoing saga of appeals against WDC refusal of permission for change of use from retail to residential.  I will hopefully have an update to include in the copy for the next magazine.
Cryers Hill Field
I have been in contact with the Gypsy Liaison Officer regarding the clearing up of the mess left by the travellers and security of the entrance.  This is a catch 22 situation, the local authorities will not clear and secure the site. Correspondence from the GLO to Vantage Land (owners of the entrance strip) requesting a clear up and better security has so far been fruitless. However, while there is a large farming implement blocking the entrance the site is at least secure from any future invasion.
Clarification of Green Belt Policies 

I am often asked why certain areas within the HVRA catchments are governed by differing Green Belt planning rules when deciding the suitability of an extension, replacement or new dwelling.  I am attaching an explanation of the fundamental differences in an attempt to clarify (or confuse!).

Dory Morgan
Basic Differences in the WDC Green Belt Planning Policies

Affecting Hughenden Valley Residents Association Members

Bryants Bottom and Lower Cryers Hill

Bryants Bottom and the dwellings on the slope of Cryers Hill are settlements (ribbons of development) within the Green Belt and as such any residential development must comply with Policies GB2, GB5 and GB6 of the WDC Local Plan.

In general the extension of an existing dwelling must not exceed 50% of the floor space of the original building (existing extensions cannot be included in the calculation).  However, this is not the only test, and extensions which, because of their scale, bulk or design, are considered disproportionately large in relation to the original dwelling will be opposed, even if they do not exceed this 50% limit.   

Exceptions to the 50% limit may be permitted where: 

The resultant building would be less than 120 square metres.

The dwelling is in a ribbon of development which creates a substantially built up frontage and the resultant dwelling would otherwise be relatively small compared to other dwellings.

The additional floor space is provided solely within the existing roof space of the dwelling and no alteration to the roof slopes (including dormer windows or raising the roof) is proposed, other than the insertion of roof lights.   

Additional floor space is provided within the roof space of an extension which contains no dormer windows, and is no larger than necessary to provide a satisfactorily designed roof extension.

Replacement dwellings must comply with the same criteria as above.

New development will not be permitted, unless there are very special circumstances, for any purpose other than agriculture or forestry, essential facilities for outdoor sport and recreation, cemeteries and, in exceptional circumstances, limited affordable housing for local community needs. Therefore the building of a new dwelling in the garden of a property (infilling) is not permitted.

Hughenden Valley

Hughenden Valley is designated as a ‘built-up area within the Green Belt’ and as such any new development must comply (predominantly) with Policy GB4 of the WDC Local Plan.

Within the built-up areas in the Green Belt, proposals for extensions to dwellings and replacement dwellings are not as strictly controlled as those in the remainder of the Green Belt.

Although the impact on the Green Belt’s openness and visual amenity will still be carefully assessed, proposals for residential extensions within the built-up areas will be considered against Policy H17 rather than GB6, whilst proposals for replacement dwellings will be considered against other relevant policies in the WDC Local Plan.

New development is restricted to very limited infilling.  This infilling is defined as building on undeveloped land within the built-up area and represents the closing of an existing small gap in an otherwise built-up frontage.  Infill development must be of a scale and form comparable to the adjoining development and must not adversely affect the character of the area. Therefore back land development is not permitted.


