HUGHENDEN VALLEY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Tuesday 2nd September 2008

8pm, Small Village Hall

AGENDA

1. Present

2.

Apologies

3.

Minutes of previous meeting (3.6. 2008)

4.

Matters arising from the minutes.

5.

Treasurer’s report

6.

Reports:

Village Hall

Road Representatives

Parish Council

Planning Sub-committee 
Road Safety

      7.

Events:
Senior Citizens Entertainment



Potter Cup Quiz

8.

Newsletter

9.

Projects

10.

Any other business

Next Meeting:  Tuesday 7th October 2008

HUGHENDEN VALLEY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Minutes of Committee meeting held on 3rd June 2008

Members Present:

Paul Cawte (Chair), Angus Idle, Janet Idle, Fran Slater, Al Bowyer, Edna Parker, Dave Johnson, Rosemary Hewitt, Dory Morgan, David Sharp, Andrea Hulley, Jill Armshaw.

Louise Jones of the Hughenden Valley Village Shop committee was also present.

Apologies:

Fiona Humphreys, Jerry Morley, Janette Saville, Sarah Hamilton, Doreen Bryant, Christine Bowyer, Geoff Wright
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting (6th May 2008)
Under previous ‘Matters arising’, the item headed ‘Road signs’ to read as follows:

“Dory Morgan contacted the council and was informed that some of the temporary lighting signs and the Eden sign were to be removed and in some cases replaced with smaller less intrusive signs. In addition if the village were properly signed then there would also be a Hughenden Valley indicator sign at the right turn at the bottom of Cryers Hill.”
Under previous ‘Reports – Village Hall Committee’, the second line, second sentence should read: “Paul Cawte has the graffiti removing kit”
Under previous ‘Events – Village Day’ second line, “..table..” should be “..tables..”.

Under previous ‘Reports – Senior Citizens Entertainment’ second line, should read “All those residents that are over 60 are to be invited”.
2. Matters Arising

The Graffiti removing kit is held by Paul Cawte. He should be contacted in the event of there being any Graffiti being noticed that needs to be removed.  Each Committee Member was responsible for identifying the Graffiti and contacting Paul.

The monthly report to Tony for the web-site would be produced following the Committees approval of the minutes of the meeting.  Janet Idle would prepare the report and send to Tony.

Following further debate regarding road signs, it was confirmed that the large experimental signs had been removed and were originally replaced with smaller signs (also now apparently removed).  It is understood that for the lighting removal to remain experimental, signage should remain in place for the period of the experiment.  The Eden sign is also to be removed.  Dory Morgan has more detailed information of these issues in the form of an exchange of letters with the council.
3. Village Shop Committee Special Report 
Louise Jones gave an update on the progress of the Village Shop.

· A full time manager is being sought

· Planning application has been submitted

· It is not complicated to change the covenant and Matt Hopkins is paying the legal fees for this process as a donation to the Shop.

· The specific web-site (www.valleyshop.org) is now up and running.  A link to this should be set up from the HVRA web-site.

· HVRA reps to help by delivering update/pledge forms and also the manager recruitment flyer.

· To date pledge forms total £11,000 and the shop committee can now apply to VERSA form matching funding

· The shop does not qualify for a WDC grant but the councillors have donated money from the respective community budgets

· The PR machine is ongoing with articles on the radio and in the Bucks Free

It was agreed that a shop committee member should be present at all HVRA meetings to maintain good communications.  In addition it was also agreed that Louise Jones should be on the distribution of the HVRA minutes and agendas.
It was also agreed that the HVRA would sponsor the Village Shop with a £500 donation.  This was proposed by Paul Cawte, seconded by Al Bowyer and approved by those still present.
4. Treasurers Report

As the new treasurer designate, Al Bowyer gave the report.

Essentially no movement in either of the bank accounts as the books have been with the auditors for the last month.  The audit has been successfully completed.

Income has been received from the advertisers for the magazine as well as income from the collection of fees.  These sums will be included in the next report.

As a reminder could all reps (who not already done so) please collect the outstanding fees for 2008-2009 and make contact with Al to ensure we are fully up to date.
The very last 100 plus club drawer was made, the results were:

Winner 147, Linda O’Malley – Bryant’s Bottom – £50

Second 43, Jerry Morley–  Wedgewood Drive – £25

Third 20, David Mynors – Tress Avenue – £15

Fourth 199, Mrs Trendall – Trees Road – £10+
5. Reports

· Village Hall

There was no HVRA rep at the 2nd June meeting.  Janet Idle will attend the next meeting subject to the date (not yet known) being suitable.  One item of note is that the Village Hall committee will be walking around the recreation ground next month to view the wild-life, followed by cheese and wine.  For more information please contact Angus Idle.

· Road Representatives

Feedback received from members whilst collecting fees includes:
Generally when collecting fees it is important to stress the benefits of being a member – magazines, support to events, the magic marker pen, etc.

Edna Parker: Some negative feedback regarding the ending of the 100 plus club although this and the new fee structure were included in the last newsletter.  Also some comments received regarding the possibility of having a children’s event as well as a senior citizens event.  This brought about some debate and it will be revisited at a later meeting.  All reps to come up with any suitable ideas.
Jill Armshaw: Reported that notices had been placed in the telephone boxes that they are not being sufficiently used and that they will be removed after 42 day consultation (which ends on 15th June 2008).  This will not be the case with the box outside the old village shop which is being kept.  Jill and the other Bryant’s Bottom reps have recently issued their first Bryant’s Bottom Bulletin which they are using to inform members of events and update on issues.  Jill advised that from the Neighbourhood Watch team they have all the email addresses of the Bryant’s Bottom members which they use for communication.
David Johnson: A resident has written to the appropriate authorities regarding pot-holes, but nothing has so far been done.  The Highways road team is apparently due in the area in July.  However the Parish Council should also be advised as residential roads tend to be low priority.  It was also advised that the Coombe Lane footpath still has not been cleaned up despite a petition of 87 people.

Rosemary Hewitt: The ‘Welcome to Prestwood’ signs  are very good and Rosemary asks why we could not have similar for the Valley?  This is apparently a Parish Council issue and they have not given it the level of priority needed.  Rosemary also mentioned the Flight Paths issue, where in particular Luton flight paths are due to change and will affect the Valley more than is the current position.  Following discussion Dory Morgan would make objection from the HVRA to the proposed changes.  A problem has been noted on the lorries that are going in and out of Binder’s Yard where they do not have nets and debris is falling off.
Janet Idle: Some feedback had been received regarding the crossing when some drivers appear to be ignoring it.  Following discussion there are no further changes proposed by the HVRA. It is incumbent upon everybody to where possible ensure that drivers do comply with the law.

Al Bowyer: The continuing activities of Oakleaf Farm remain an issue to residents local to the area.  Various letters have been written by the WDC Environment Service and the Parish Council.  Noise and lorries remain a problem.

· Parish Council

Nothing specifically reported.

· Planning Sub-committee

See separate report from the sub-committee.
Congratulations were expressed to Dory Morgan for her tenacity in ensuring the travellers were moved on so quickly.  In this connection suggestions for the gates to the field in question are currently being considered.
With regard to the land at Bryant’s Bottom Jill Armshaw reported that there were a number of residents looking at this issue with the possibility of buying the land in question at agricultural land prices (not development) as a protection against speculators for the future.
· Road Safety

Nothing specifically reported.
6. Events

· AGM

The AGM is the next meeting of the HVRA and this year is a very special meeting with Heather Couper giving some presentations after the formalities.  It was agreed that a “Flyer” advertising the event would be produced by Al and Rosemary and distributed to all the reps for them to advertise amongst their members.

Fiona would be responsible for putting together the agenda.  The AGM will commence at 7.30 p.m. in the large Village Hall and Heather would start about 8.00 p.m.  Cheese and wine would also be available.

Angus would be responsible for ensuring the IT required by Heather was available and suitable.

· Village Day

As a reminder all road reps were asked to provide garden tables and chairs for use on Village Day.

The Road reps were issued with the Village Day programmes and were asked to deliver these as well as sell the raffle tickets and collect tombola prizes.
· Senior Citizens Entertainment

This event is on Saturday 14th June and Rosemary is concerned that she does not have enough help.  She will contact people to ensure this is forthcoming.  Would all road reps please ensure they advise Rosemary of the likely numbers attending.

· Potter Cup Quiz

Confirmed as Saturday 11th October in the large Village Hall.  A sub-committee meeting is being held on Thursday 19th June 2008.
7. Newsletter

Deadline for next newsletter is 14th July.
8. Projects

Nothing specifically reported.
9. Any Other Business

· Web-site.

Concern was expressed at the content of the web-site and that this content in some cases did not fully reflect the views of the committee, and that in any event it was not approved by the committee prior to incorporation in the web-site.  Paul Cawte would carry out a review of the web-site and hold a meeting with Tony to discuss these issues.
· Future Meetings

As the meetings are tending to become protracted there was a concern that some of the important issues that needed discussing were not getting enough ‘air-time’.  It is therefore proposed that Paul Cawte and the committee review the agenda order for specific items at future meetings.
10. Date of next Meeting

AGM – 1st July 2008.  Next normal committee meeting 2nd September 2008.
Minutes 3rd June 2008
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