HUGHENDEN VALLEY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Tuesday 7th October 2008

8pm, Small Village Hall

AGENDA

1. Present

2.

Apologies

3.

Minutes of previous meeting (2.9.2008)

4.

Matters arising from the minutes.

5.

Treasurer’s report 
6.

Events:
Potter Cup Quiz:  11th October 2008





Village Hall Christmas Bazaar:   22nd November 2008

7.

Reports:

Village Hall

Road Representatives

Parish Council

Planning Sub-committee 

Road Safety


      8.               Anti-social behaviour/travellers

9.

Newsletter

10.

Projects

11.

Any other business

Next Meeting:  Tuesday 4th November 2008

Hughenden Valley Residents Association
Minutes of Meeting:  2nd September 2008   (Amended)
1.
Present:  Paul Cawte (Chair),  Angus Idle (Vice Chair), Al Bowyer (Treasurer), Fiona Humphreys (Secretary), Janet Idle, Janette Saville, Dory Morgan, Rosemary Hewitt, Jerry Morley, Gary Bourke, Dave Johnson, Jill Armshaw, Edna Parker, Geoff Wright, Sara Hamilton.

Councillor Lyn Smith from Hughenden Parish Council was also in attendance.
2.
Apologies:  Fran Slater, Laura Carter, Andrea Hulley, David Sharp.

3.
Minutes of meeting 3rd June 2008.  Acceptance proposed by Rosemary Hewitt,  Seconded by Dory Morgan.  All agreed.

4.
Matters arising from the minutes of previous meeting (3.6.08) 

None

5.
Treasurer’s Report:  Al Bowyer reported that as no bank statements had been received, estimated figures were as follows:

Deposit account:  £4,000.00.  Current account:  £1200.00.  Cash in hand:  £120.00

Total available funds is appx. £5300.00.   This is a fairly healthy balance as over £2500 has been received from advertisements  (advertisers now paying for a year in advance) and £1400 from subscriptions.  He pointed out that from the total available funds, the cost of the three editions of the newsletter for the coming year is to be paid.  Some subscriptions have not yet been collected and Al will be sending a reminder to those representatives.   A letter from the Village Shop treasure has been received thanking the Association for the £500.00 donation. 
6.
Reports:


Village Hall:  Edna Parker attended the last meeting of the Village Hall committee and reported that the Village Day had made a profit of over £4,000.00.  Police had been called on the evening before Village Day to dispel a large group of young people.  The planning permission for the extended kitchen has been refused on the grounds of an increase in the footprint.  Objections to this refusal have been made.  No organiser of the Village Hall Chrismas Bazaar on 22nd November has yet come forward.  

An increase in the number of incidents involving groups of young people was reported in and around the Village Hall, including one in which aggressive behaviour was seen.  Members were reminded that all incidents should be reported to the Community Police Officer and the Anti-social Behaviour Officer.  A request was made to bring the matter to the attention of the Parish Council.  Paul suggested that as he is a member of the newly formed NAG groups, which has close liaison with the Parish Council and that this was one of the three priorities of the group, he would be discussing it at the next meeting.   Paul will also write to the Parish Council concerning anti-social behaviour.

Fiona Humphreys to attend the next meeting of the Village Hall Committee

Trees Road:  Geoff Wright requested information on the legality of a large vehicle parked in the front garden of a resident which was blocking their neighbours light and causing a noise disturbance.  Dory Morgan kindly offered to investigate.


Conservation Group:  Paul Cawte attended the recent working party who had been able to use equipment loaned by the National Trust warden.  Professional help is to be sought for the management of the trees.  More volunteers are needed.  Renaming of the ‘bank’ has been considered in favour of King George V Meadow.

Cryers Hill:
Angus Idle reported that no action has yet been taken on making the path up to Great Kingshill School safe from overhanging trees. 
Warrendene Road:   Information is being collected concerning noise arising from Country Supplies Ltd.


Road Safety:

Bryants Bottom: Report by Jill Armshaw
Village entry gate at Warrendene Road, Hughenden Valley
BCC Highways Department has conducted a survey at this site following concerns expressed by residents and Councillor Pushman that visibility at the junction of Bryants Bottom Road with Warrendene Road has been reduced due to the position of the new village entry gate.  Highways conclude that the position of the new gate does not reduce visibility.  Several members of HVRA committee disagree with this finding.  It was noted by several members that the height of the verge and long grass on the left hand side of the road as you exit Hughenden Valley northwards from Warrendene Road also represents a threat to road safety and driver visibility.  The old decrepit Hughenden Valley sign at this location has at last been removed.

Action: Jill Armshaw to write to BCC Highways Department & Hughenden Parish Council to convey the opinion of HVRA committee that this junction should be made safer and driver visibility improved.

Village entry gate at Bryants Bottom south (near Gate Public House)
Residents have been campaigning for a new village entry sign at this site for more than 3 years.  Representatives from HVRA have been exchanging correspondence with BCC Highways Department on this subject since November 2007.  Due to the size and number of speed limits in Area 5 and amount of consultation involved the improvements at Bryants Bottom have taken considerably longer than anticipated.  In July 2008 it became clear that little progress has been made by BCC in the process of agreeing and erecting a new village sign and HVRA lobbied BCC for action.   In the meantime the existing sign has become even more decrepit and is no longer acceptable within Green Belt AONB.  The process has been hindered by the fact that a Highways directive states that speed limit signs should be co-terminus with village entry signs/gates to reduce road furniture.  Currently, the existing 30mph speed limit sign is some 20 metres north of the village entry sign.  In order to move the 30 mph speed limit sign to be co-terminus with the new proposed gate and village sign a formal public consultation process must take place.  This consultation process has now begun and comments must be received by Highways before 7th October 2008.  Nevertheless, the process will take at least 6-9 months to complete and local residents are unwilling to wait another year for a new village sign.  Highways have proposed to residents and Parish Council a scheme to install a standard gate either painted white or in natural timber to which the Bryants Bottom village sign can be attached.  This would be followed by installing the speed limit sign centrally on a post behind and above the village sign subject to the outcome of the formal consultation process on the proposed location of area 5 speed limits.  The only risk, as pointed out by Highways , is that if rejected at formal consultation the gateway may not be co-terminus with the speed limits final location.  Parish Council have been asked by highways if they would agree to a standard timber gate on which the village sign would be mounted, the gate could be painted white or left as natural timber.  Originally Parish Council requested an oak gate, however this is a non standard sign which would require authorisation from the Department for Transport, once the speed limit locations have been agreed and this will add considerable time to the whole process. 
 
HVRA committee agreed that a natural timber gate be installed at the new location proposed by BCC as soon as possible.  A sign reading ‘Please Drive Slowly’ should be positioned on the gate below the ‘Bryants Bottom’ sign in recognition of the fact the Bryants Bottom has no pavement or street lighting and drivers frequently drive at considerable speed through the village.  HVRA fully supports the proposal to re-site the 30mph speed limit to be co-terminus with the new gate as proposed by BCC.

Action: Jill Armshaw to write to BCC Highways Department & Hughenden Parish Council to convey the opinion of HVRA committee.

Village entry sign at Bryants Bottom north.
A new sign has been erected at the north side of Bryants Bottom.  There is no space to accommodate a gateway here so a new sign is sufficient.  The sign when erected was partially obscured by overgrown hedge, however someone has cut the hedge back and the sign is now visible.

Overgrown hedges on Bryants Bottom Road causing danger to road safety
It was noted that due to recent weather conditions the hedges all along Bryants Bottom Road are very overgrown.  As a result they reduce driver visibility and cause drivers, especially of tall vehicles to drive in the middle of the road which obviously poses a significant danger to oncoming traffic, especially on blind bends.  The height as well as width of the hedges are a problem.

Action: Jill Armshaw to write to BCC Highways Department & Hughenden Parish Council to convey this view and enquire what action may be taken to improve the situation.
Planning:  Report by Dory Morgan
Gypsy Encampment:    Another group of gypsies have arrived on the field at the junction of Cryers Hill Road and Valley Road.  The first group arrived in May and were moved on within the week.   I have been in daily contact with all parties concerned and it is envisaged that the current group will be moved on within the next couple of days.

The ongoing problem is the lack of security at the entrance to the field.  The existing gate is woefully inadequate. A permanent barrier is not possible as the tenant farmer of the land adjacent to this field needs access through the same entrance for large harvesting equipment.  It has been established that the access strip of land and entrance is owned by Vantage Land – the land agents involved with the speculative sales of the plots on this site.   Bucks County Council are going to contact Vantage Land to inform them of their obligation to make the entrance more secure.  BCC will also look into the legalities of applying for costs against Vantage Land regarding the removal and clearing up.

7.
Events:     

Potter Cup Quiz:   11th October 2008


The sub-committee has met..  The theme this year is to be China and The Olympics.  Al Bowyer will organise advertising and Fiona Humphreys is to send him last years’ poster.  Dory Morgan and Fiona Humphreys will work with Rosemary Hewitt to arrange the refreshments.  Paul Cawte has agreed to be MC.


Exhibition at Hughenden Manor:  13th September  2008

Following a request for funds for the purchase or hire of exhibition stands for this event by Janet Idle it was proposed by Paul Cawte that up to £100 would be made available to Janet to cover such expenses.  This proposal was seconded by Sara Hamilton and all agreed.   The exhibition will be open from 11am to 4pm in the Study Base of Hughenden Manor.  Janet passed round a rota requesting help. 

 Senior Citizens Entertainment.  Rosemary Hewitt and her team were thanked for all their hard work in making this a successful event.
8.
Newsletter

It is anticipated that the newsletter will be ready for distribution in the next few weeks.
Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 7th October 2008


